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ARTICLE 1:  OPTIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS POLICIES 
 

The Organization shall have a number of different intellectual property policies which can be 

utilized by a Work Group in governing its operations, including the procedures for providing 

Draft Technical Specifications for review and which will cover Organization Recommendations 

produced by that Work Group.   

 

 

ARTICLE 2:  DEFINITIONS 
 

The definitions in the Bylaws are incorporated by reference. 

 

“Contribute” means to submit to or for a Work Group proposing an addition to or modification 

of an existing Technical Specification or a new Technical Specification or portion thereof, 

provided that the submission is either (i) submitted in writing (including a writing in electronic 

medium) or (ii) stated orally, memorialized with specificity in the written minutes of a Work 

Group, and attributed in the meeting minutes to the submitting Participant, provided that the 

minutes are promptly provided to the individual representing the Participant, unless the 

submitting Participant withdraws its submission in writing as soon as practicable and in any 

event, no later than forty-five (45) days of receipt of such written minutes. 

 

"Licensed Materials" shall mean any literary work or other work of authorship, including but not 

limited to toolkits, software development kits (“SDK”), code, documentation, reference 

implementations, prototypes, software, software protocols, formats, interfaces and test tools, 

whether pre-existing or newly created or prepared under the auspices of an Work Group, that is 

intentionally submitted by one or more Participants for use in the development of or for inclusion 

in the output of a Work Group.   

 

 

ARTICLE 3:  CONFIDENTIALITY 
 

Licensed Materials that are subject to any requirement of confidentiality may not be considered 

in any part of the Work Group process.  All Licensed Materials will therefore be deemed to have 

been submitted on a non-confidential basis, notwithstanding any markings or representations to 

the contrary, and Participants shall have no obligation to treat any such material as confidential. 

 

 

ARTICLE 4:  OWNERSHIP OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

 

Each Participant shall retain ownership (including, but not limited to, the right to publish or 

distribute without any obligation of confidentiality) of any of its Licensed Materials that such 

Participant offers for use in the development of or for inclusion in a Technical Specification or 

other output of a Work Group, as well as of such Participant’s implementations of the 

technologies described in a Technical Specification.  Where two or more Participants jointly 

develop Licensed Materials or intellectual property appurtenant thereto (such as copyrights or 
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patent rights) as part of their work in Kantara Initiative, such Participants shall jointly own any 

such Licensed Materials and intellectual property, without any obligation of accounting to each 

other or to the other Participants.   

 

To the extent to which a Technical Specification or other Work Group output constitutes a 

copyrightable work distinct from any Participant's copyright interests in Licensed Materials 

included as part of such Technical Specification or from which they are derived, the copyright in 

such Technical Specification or other output of a Work Group shall be owned by the 

Organization. 

 

 

ARTICLE 5:  TRADEMARKS 
 

By a seventy five percent (75%) majority vote of its members, the Board of Trustees may agree 

to establish one or more trademarks ("Trademark") where the Board concludes that such 

establishment will serve the goals and objectives of Kantara Initiative including, for example, to 

indicate compliance of an implementation of an Organization Recommendation Technical 

Specification; provided, however, that the Board of Trustees shall use reasonable efforts and act 

in good faith not to establish a Trademark that would be confusingly similar to any trademark or 

service mark owned by any Trustee.  Any Trademark established under this Article 5 shall be 

owned by a trust or other entity ("Trademark Owner") established by the Board of Trustees on 

behalf of the Trustees.  The Trademark Owner will use commercially reasonable efforts to clear 

and register the Trademark in those countries designated by the Board of Trustees as necessary 

countries, with appropriate input from the Trustees.  The Trademark Owner will license all 

Participants to use the Trademark pursuant to terms to be stated in a license agreement in a form 

approved by the Trademark Owner and Board of Trustees. 

 

 

ARTICLE 6:  NO OTHER LICENSES 

Except as explicitly set forth, a Participant is not required to grant any other Participant or third 

party any rights or licenses to any patents, copyrights, trademarks, trade secrets or other 

intellectual property rights of such Participant. 

 

 

ARTICLE 7:  AMENDMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY POLICIES 

Except where otherwise provided for in individual Articles herein, this Intellectual 

Property Policies and the Options may only be altered, amended, or repealed, and new 

Intellectual Property Policies and Options adopted, upon approval by a Supermajority of the 

Board.   
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Option Liberty 
 

[Can be used for development of Technical Specifications or other output of a Work Group] 

 

 

ARTICLE 1:  DEFINITIONS 

 

“Circulation Draft Technical Specification” shall mean a draft or release of a Draft Technical 

Specification circulated to the Participants after the Initial Draft Technical Specification and 

before the Final Draft Technical Specification.  No IPR Review Period is associated with a 

Circulation Draft Technical Specification.  

 

“Draft Technical Specification” shall mean a document in draft or non-final form being worked 

on by a Work Group prior to adoption by the Members as an Organization Recommendation 

Technical Specification that contains a set of technical criteria (including reference to existing 

specifications and protocols).  

 

“Final Draft Technical Specification” shall mean a Draft Technical Specification formally 

submitted to the Membership for adoption.  An IPR Review Period is associated with a Final 

Draft Technical Specification. 

 

"Fully Compliant Implementation" shall mean:  (a) an implementation of a Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification which supports or implements all of the portions of 

that Organization Recommendation Technical Specification defined by that Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification as being "Required"; or (b) an implementation of an 

optional portion of a Organization Recommendation Technical Specification or optional 

Organization Recommendation Technical Specification which supports all portions defined by 

that optional portion of the Organization Recommendation Technical Specification or that 

optional Organization Recommendation Technical Specification as being "Required"; and, in 

each instance, (c) an implementation of all portions of a Organization Recommendation 

Technical Specification required for a specific type of product or component thereof. 

 

“Initial Draft Technical Specification” shall mean the first draft or release of a Draft Technical 

Specification circulated to the Participants.  An IPR Review Period is associated with an Initial 

Draft Technical Specification. 

 

“IPR Review Period” shall have the meaning set forth in Section 5.1. 

 

"Necessary Claims" shall mean those claims of all patents, pending patent applications and 

utility models, regardless of when issued or effective, under which a party, or its Subsidiaries has 

the right to grant licenses of the scope contemplated herein, all to the extent and only to the 

extent that the party, or its Subsidiaries, has the right to grant such licenses as of the date of any 

license to be entered into with the other party(ies) as contemplated in Section 4.1, and which are 

necessarily infringed by a Fully Compliant Implementation of a specific Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification approved by the Members, where such infringement 
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could not have been avoided by another technically feasible non-infringing implementation of 

such Organization Recommendation Technical Specification.  Notwithstanding the foregoing 

sentence, Necessary Claims do not include any claims other than those set forth above even if 

contained in the same patent as Necessary Claims. 

 

“Review Draft Technical Specification” shall mean a draft or release of a Draft Technical 

Specification circulated to the Participants after the Initial Draft Technical Specification and 

before the Final Draft Technical Specification.  An IPR Review Period is associated with a 

Review Draft Technical Specification. 

 

"Subsidiary" of a party hereto or of a third party shall mean a corporation, company or other 

entity: 

 

(a) more than fifty percent (50%) of whose outstanding shares or securities (repre-

senting the right to vote for the election of directors or other managing authority) 

are, now or hereafter, owned or controlled, directly or indirectly, by a party hereto 

or such third party, but such corporation, company or other entity shall be deemed 

to be a Subsidiary only so long as such ownership or control exists; or 

 

(b) which does not have outstanding shares or securities, as may be the case in a 

partnership, joint venture or unincorporated association, but more than fifty 

percent (50%) of whose ownership interest representing the right to make the 

decisions for such corporation, company or other entity is now or hereafter, 

owned or controlled, directly or indirectly, by a party hereto or such third party, 

but such corporation, company or other entity shall be deemed to be a Subsidiary 

only so long as such ownership or control exists. 

 

 

ARTICLE 2:  DEVELOPMENT LICENSES 
 

Each Participant hereby grants to each other Participant a limited, irrevocable, non-exclusive, 

worldwide, no-fee, royalty-free right and license of such Participant’s Licensed Materials and 

under any of the Participant’s claims that would be Necessary Claims if the Licensed Materials 

were included in an Organization Recommendation Technical Specification solely to conduct the 

work of the Work Group up to the point at which the Members approve (or reject) a Final Draft 

Technical Specification recommended by the Work Group in question. 

 

 

ARTICLE 3:  COPYRIGHT 
 

Each Participant hereby grants to all other Participants an irrevocable, perpetual, non-exclusive, 

worldwide, paid-up copyright license to reproduce, display, perform, prepare and have prepared 

derivative works based upon, distribute and sublicense its Licensed Materials included in the 

specific Organization Recommendation and derivative works thereof, including the right to 

authorize Subsidiaries to do any, some or all of the foregoing, and including under any copyright 

interest such Participant holds in the Organization Recommendation that is distinct from its 
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copyright interest(s) in the Licensed Materials included in such Organization Recommendation; 

provided, however, that each Participant acknowledges that the Kantara Initiative seeks to act as 

the steward for defining and revising Organization Recommendations, and no Participant shall 

take any actions under the foregoing license, including but not limited to granting sublicenses to 

third parties, that would be inconsistent with this intention. 

 

The parties hereto acknowledge that works created by employees of the Federal Government are 

not subject to copyright protection within the United States and may be copied or used by 

interested parties. 

 

 

ARTICLE 4:  PATENT 

 

4.1 If and to the extent a specific Organization Recommendation Technical Specification 

includes any Licensed Materials or is subject to any Necessary Claims of a Participant, the 

Participants grant licenses as follows: 

 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in Article 6, each Participant (on behalf of itself and its 

Subsidiaries) hereby covenants to grant to any other person or legal entity (whether or 

not such person or entity is also a Participant) a no-fee, royalty-free, nonexclusive, 

nontransferable, license under its Necessary Claims to implement the specific 

Organization Recommendation Technical Specification from a Work Group of which 

the Participant was a member when the Organization Recommendation Technical 

Specification was released by the Work Group, but only to the extent needed to be a 

Fully Compliant Implementation, and to make, use, import, sell, promote or otherwise 

distribute, directly and indirectly, the resulting implementation, which license may be 

made subject to the condition that those who seek licenses under this Section 4.1(a) 

agree to grant reciprocal, no-fee, royalty-free, non-exclusive, nontransferable licenses 

under their Necessary Claims to such Participant and all other parties necessary to 

implement the specific Organization Recommendation Technical Specification as a 

Fully Compliant Implementation.  Except as set forth herein, the negotiation of 

licenses pursuant to this Section 4.1(a) shall be left to the parties concerned.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, no Participant shall be required to grant a license 

pursuant to this Section 4.1(a) with respect to; (i) any enabling technologies that may 

be necessary to make or use any product or portion thereof that complies with an 

Organization Recommendation Technical Specification, but are not themselves 

expressly set forth in that Organization Recommendation Technical Specification 

(e.g. semiconductor manufacturing technology, compiler technology, object oriented 

technology, basic operating system technology, database technology, etc.); (ii) the 

implementation of other Recommendations, even if referred to in a Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification; or (iii) any portion of any product and any 

combinations thereof the sole purpose or function of which is not required in order to 

be a Fully Compliant Implementation of an Organization Recommendation Technical 

Specification.    
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(b) With respect to Necessary Claims that pertain to a specific Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification from a Work Group of which the 

Participant was not a member when the Organization Recommendation Technical 

Specification was released by the Work Group, but where an individual acting on 

Participant’s behalf Contributed Licensed Materials, any Necessary Claims relevant 

to such Contributed Licensed Materials are to be licensed under Section 4.1(a) above. 

 

(c) With respect to Necessary Claims that pertain to a specific Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification from a Work Group of which the 

Participant was not a member when the Organization Recommendation Technical 

Specification was released by the Work Group, where a draft of the Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification had completed an IPR Review Period 

while such Participant was a member of the respective Work Group and where 

Necessary Claims were present in such draft of the Organization Recommendation 

Technical Specification, such Necessary Claims are to be licensed under Section 

4.1(a) above. 

 

(d) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in this Article 4, including Section 4.1, 

use and license rights to the United States Government’s interest in any applicable 

patent rights developed in whole or part by its employees or contractors are subject to 

and governed by Federal law and regulation.  Terms of this Option are applicable to 

Federal employees, agencies, or contractors to the extent that they do not conflict 

with Federal law or regulation, and if Participant is a Federal agency or contractor it 

agrees to use its best efforts to exercise whatever discretion granted to it by Federal 

law and regulation to make such patent rights available on terms consistent with the 

principles of this Option.    

 

 

ARTICLE 5:  DISCLOSURE OF PATENTS 

 

5.1 During the IPR Review Period, each Participant shall disclose to the Leadership Council, in 

writing, the existence of any of its patent claims that it has determined would likely be 

Necessary Claims if the Draft Technical Specification were to become final and that are 

personally known to the individuals acting on behalf of such Participant with respect to the 

Draft Technical Specification, provided that it is understood and agreed that such 

individuals do not represent that they personally know of all potentially pertinent claims of 

patents and patent applications owned or claimed by the Participant they represent or any 

third parties. 

 

5.2 The obligation set forth in Section 5.1 above does not, however, imply any obligations on 

Participants (collectively or individually) to perform or conduct patent searches.  Further, 

nothing in this Policy nor the act of a Participant submitting, supporting, or approving a 

proposal for a Technical Specification shall be construed or otherwise interpreted as any 

kind of express or implied representation that such Participant does or does not hold any 

patents or patent applications which contain claims that cover such Technical Specification 

.  
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 ARTICLE 6:  WITHDRAWAL 

6.1 Notwithstanding Section 4.1(a), (b) and (c), each Participant member of a Work Group 

shall have until 45 days after a specific Initial, Review or Final Draft Technical 

Specification is released by a Work Group for review by all Members (the “IPR Review 

Period”) to withdraw Necessary Claims.   

 

(a) Such withdrawal shall be made by notifying the Work Group Chair in writing 

(“Necessary Claims Disclosure Notice”) on a good faith basis, setting forth: 

 

(i) that it claims to be the sole owner of certain Necessary Claims pertaining to such 

specific Draft Technical Specification and that the notifying Participant elects to 

withdraw such Necessary Claims from the license grant set forth in Section 4.1(a) 

and instead to utilize the license grant set forth in Section 6.2 below; 

 

and 

 

(ii) For each Necessary Claim identified in the Necessary Claims Disclosure Notice 

pertaining to such specific Draft Technical Specification, the following 

information shall be provided: 

 

(A) the countries in which the patent(s) or application(s) in which they are 

contained was issued or is pending;  

 

(B) the patent number for such patent (or serial number of such patent application, 

including a copy of the patent application as filed if the patent application has not 

yet been published, where such serial number and patent application may be 

declared as Necessary Claims Confidential Information (“NCCI”) of the 

withdrawing Participant as described in Section 6.3); and 

 

 (C) the portion of such specific Draft Technical Specification where the 

withdrawing Participant believes an infringement would arise and the Necessary 

Claim or Claims relevant to such portion;  

 

and  

 

(iii)subject to any limitations imposed by antitrust or other laws, and to the extent that 

the notifying Participant deems it appropriate, the specific terms of license to be 

provided pursuant to Section 6.2. 

 

(b) The Necessary Claims Disclosure Notice shall be effective on the date it is received 

by the Work Group Chair, provided that it contains the information required by 

Section 6.1(a).  The Work Group Chair will promptly provide the Necessary Claims 

Disclosure Notice, less any NCCI, to the Leadership Council. 
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(c) The Leadership Council shall promptly evaluate any Necessary Claims Disclosure 

Notice received hereunder.  This evaluation may include soliciting advice from 

members of the relevant Work Group, legal counsel and/or other expert advisors.  

Based on such evaluation, the Leadership Council shall then give guidance to the 

Work Group in question as to how it should proceed. 

 

(d) If a Draft Technical Specification is modified in response to a Necessary Claims 

Disclosure Notice, then the notifying Participant shall have 45 days from the date on 

which the modified Technical Specification is provided to that Participant to again 

submit a Necessary Claims Disclosure Notice to the Work Group Chair. 

 

(e) A Participant cannot withdraw from the Section 4.1(a) grant any Necessary Claims 

that were relevant to a previously circulated Draft Technical Specification that were 

not identified in a Necessary Claims Disclosure Notice during the applicable IPR 

Review Period. 

 

(f) A Participant also cannot exercise its rights under this Section 6.1 with respect to 

Necessary Claims that pertain to Licensed Materials where any individual acting on 

the Participant’s behalf Contributed such Licensed Materials, except when the 

Participant’s Necessary Claims have been declared with specificity required by 

Section 6.1(a)(ii) by the Participant upon the Contribution of such Licensed 

Materials. 

 

6.2 For each Necessary Claim withdrawn according to Section 6.1, each Participant (on behalf 

of itself and its Subsidiaries) hereby covenants to grant to any other person or legal entity 

(whether or not such person or entity is also a Participant) a fair, reasonable, non-

discriminatory, nonexclusive, nontransferable, license under such Necessary Claims to 

implement the specific Organization Recommendation Technical Specification from a 

Work Group, but only to the extent needed to be a Fully Compliant Implementation, and to 

make, use, import, sell, promote or otherwise distribute the resulting implementation, 

which license may be made subject to the condition that those who seek licenses under this 

Section 6.2 agree to grant reciprocal, fair, reasonable, non-discriminatory, non-exclusive, 

nontransferable licenses under their Necessary Claims to such Participant and all other 

parties necessary to implement the specific Organization Recommendation Technical 

Specification as a Fully Compliant Implementation.  Except as set forth herein, the 

negotiation of licenses pursuant to this Section 6.2 shall be left to the parties concerned.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, no Participant shall be required to grant a license pursuant 

to this Section 6.2 with respect to; (i) any enabling technologies that may be necessary to 

make or use any product or portion thereof that complies with an Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification, but are not themselves expressly set forth in that 

Organization Recommendation Technical Specification (e.g. semiconductor manufacturing 

technology, compiler technology, object oriented technology, basic operating system 

technology, database technology, etc.); (ii) the implementation of other Recommendations, 

even if referred to in an Organization Recommendation Technical Specification; or (iii) any 

portion of any product and any combinations thereof the sole purpose or function of which 
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is not required in order to be a Fully Compliant Implementation of an Organization 

Recommendation Technical Specification.    

 

6.3 NCCI shall be governed by the following provisions. 

 

(a) Unless and until NCCI is made available to the public through the processes set forth 

herein or established by the Leadership Council, each Participant (except the owner 

or authorized licensor) shall use the same degree of care and discretion it uses to 

avoid disclosure of its own confidential information not to disclose such NCCI to any 

entity or person who is not a Participant engaged in the activities for which such 

NCCI was provided.  

 

(b) The obligation of confidentiality set forth in this Section 6.3 shall expire three (3) 

years from the date the NCCI is first disclosed to the Participant, and shall not apply 

to any information which:  (i) is or becomes publicly available other than by the 

Participant's breach of a duty; (ii) is rightfully received from a third party without any 

obligation of confidentiality; (iii) is rightfully known by the Participant without any 

limitation on disclosure prior to its receipt; (iv) is independently developed by the 

Participant without use of the NCCI; or (v) is released for disclosure by the 

Participant with the disclosing party's written consent. 

 

(c) Disclosure of NCCI is not prohibited if prior notice is given to its owner and if such 

disclosure is (a) compelled pursuant to a legal proceeding or (b) otherwise required 

by law; provided, however, that the party proposing to make such disclosure will first 

have made a reasonable effort to obtain a protective order or to have informed the 

owner of the NCCI so as to allow it a reasonable opportunity to seek such an order. 

 

(d) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, any Participant shall be free to use 

the residuals of NCCI for any purpose including use in the development, 

manufacture, marketing and maintenance of its products and services, subject only to 

the obligations herein with respect to disclosure of such NCCI.  The term “residuals” 

means that NCCI in non-tangible form, which may be retained in the memories of 

individuals who have had rightful access to such NCCI under this Article 6.  It is 

understood that receipt of NCCI under this Article 6 shall not create any obligation in 

any way limiting or restricting the assignment and/or reassignment of any employees 

of a Participant within Participant’s organization.  However, this Section 6.3(d) shall 

not be deemed to grant to any party a license under the other party’s copyrights or 

patents. 

 

(e) Any NCCI disclosed to the Work Group Chair shall not be further disclosed except 

on a need-to-know basis, for example, to other select members (or their agents) of the 

Work Group responsible for the Draft Technical Specification in question or legal 

counsel in order to assess the feasibility and prudence of revising a Draft Technical 

Specification to avoid Necessary Claims identified in a Necessary Claims Disclosure 

Notice.  This Agreement is not intended to prevent a party receiving NCCI from 

using NCCI Residual Knowledge, subject to any valid patents and copyrights of the 
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owner of such NCCI.  NCCI Residual Knowledge means NCCI that is retained in the 

unaided memories of the receiving party’s employees or agents who have had access 

to NCCI.  

 

 

ARTICLE 7:  DISTRIBUTION OF DRAFT SPECIFICATIONS  

 

7.1  A Work Group may decide by Work Group vote to circulate interim drafts or releases of 

Draft Technical Specifications to Participants for review and comment.  Such Draft 

Technical Specifications shall be designated Initial, Circulation, Review or Final by the 

Work Group. 

 

7.2 In addition, a Work Group may request that a Draft Technical Specification be circulated 

for review by and comment from non-Participants.  This request, along with the associated 

Draft Technical Specification, shall be formally submitted to the Leadership Council and 

upon a Simple Majority vote by the Leadership Council, shall be published.   

 

7.3  The primary deliverable of a Work Group may be a Final Draft Technical Specification on 

the subject matter or undertaking assigned to such Work Group, which drafts or proposals 

shall be formally submitted to the Leadership Team.  When the Work Group, by a 

Supermajority vote of the members, reports to the Leadership Council that a Final Draft 

Technical Specification proposed for final approval is complete, or at any other time upon a 

Simple Majority vote of the Leadership Council, the Board will take steps to have the 

Members vote to accept or reject the Final Draft Technical Specification as set forth herein.  

To adopt the Final Draft Technical Specification, written notice (which shall include a copy 

of the Final Draft Technical Specification) shall be sent to all Members advising that a vote 

will be held for the purposes of adopting such Final Draft Technical Specification.  Such 

vote shall take place no sooner than forty-five (45) days after submission to the Members 

of the Final Draft Specification.  Adoption of the Final Draft Technical Specification, or 

any update to an Organization Recommendation Technical Specification, requires approval 

by a Supermajority of those Voting of the Members.  Such Organization Recommendation 

Technical Specification shall be made publicly available by the Members upon adoption.  

 

7.4  After any Organization Recommendation Technical Specification has been approved in 

accordance with Section 7.3 above, any updates or alterations thereto shall be treated as a 

proposal to develop a new Technical Specification and shall be subject to the same 

processes and procedures used for development as set forth above.  The adoption of new 

Organization Recommendation Technical Specifications shall not terminate any right or 

obligation of any Participant, including any licenses or covenants granted or received by a 

Participant with respect to any earlier adopted Organization Recommendation Technical 

Specifications.  
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Option Apache 
 

[Can be used for development of output of a Work Group other than Technical Specifications] 

 

 

You accept and agree to the following terms and conditions for Your present and future Licensed 

Materials submitted to Kantara Initiative.  In return, Kantara Initiative shall not use Your 

Licensed Materials in a way that is contrary to the public benefit or inconsistent with its 

nonprofit status and bylaws in effect at the time of the submission.  Except for the license 

granted herein to Kantara Initiative, IEEE-ISTO and recipients of software and other 

Organization Recommendations distributed by Kantara Initiative, You reserve all right, title, and 

interest in and to Your Licensed Materials. 

 

 

ARTICLE 1:  DEFINITIONS. 

 

"You" (or "Your") shall mean the copyright owner or legal entity authorized by the 

copyright owner that is providing the Licensed Materials.  For legal entities, the entity providing 

the Licensed Materials and all other entities that control, are controlled by, or are under common 

control with that entity are considered to be a single Contributor.  For the purposes of this 

definition, "control" means (i) the power, direct or indirect, to cause the direction or management 

of such entity, whether by contract or otherwise, or (ii) ownership of fifty percent (50%) or more 

of the outstanding shares, or (iii) beneficial ownership of such entity. 

 

 

ARTICLE 2:  COPYRIGHT 

 

To allow Kantara Initiative to distribute software and other Organization Recommendations 

using the Apache License, Ver. 2.0, You hereby grant to Kantara Initiative and to IEEE-ISTO on 

behalf of Kantara Initiative and to recipients of software and other Organization 

Recommendations distributed by Kantara Initiative a perpetual, worldwide, non-exclusive, no-

charge, royalty-free, irrevocable copyright license to reproduce, prepare derivative works of, 

publicly display, publicly perform, sublicense, and distribute Your Licensed Materials and such 

derivative works. You further agree to provide Kantara Initiative and IEEE-ISTO on behalf of 

Kantara Initiative any other rights necessary to allow it to distribute software and other 

Organization Recommendations using the Apache License, Version 2.0. 

 

 

ARTICLE 3:  PATENT 

 

To allow Kantara Initiative to distribute software and other Organization Recommendations 

using the Apache License, Ver. 2.0, You hereby grant to Kantara Initiative and IEEE-ISTO on 

behalf of Kantara Initiative and to recipients of software and other Organization 

Recommendations distributed by Kantara Initiative a perpetual, worldwide, non-exclusive, no-

charge, royalty-free, irrevocable (except as stated in this section) patent license to make, have 

made, use, offer to sell, sell, import, and otherwise transfer the Organization Recommendation, 
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where such license applies only to those patent claims licensable by You that are necessarily 

infringed by Your Licensed Materials alone or by combination of Your Licensed Materials with 

the Organization Recommendation to which such Licensed Materials were submitted. If any 

entity institutes patent litigation against You or any other entity (including a cross-claim or 

counterclaim in a lawsuit) alleging that Your Licensed Materials, or the Organization 

Recommendation to which You have submitted, constitutes direct or contributory patent 

infringement, then any patent licenses granted to that entity for those Licensed Materials or that 

Organization Recommendation shall terminate as of the date such litigation is filed.  You further 

agree to provide Kantara Initiative and IEEE-ISTO on behalf of Kantara Initiative any other 

rights necessary to allow it to distribute software and other Organization Recommendations 

using the Apache License, Version 2.0. 

 

 

ARTICLE 4:  ORIGINAL CREATIONS 

 

You represent that each of Your Licensed Materials is Your original creation (see Article 6 for 

submissions on behalf of others). 

 

 

ARTICLE 5:  NO SUPPORT, NO WARRANTY 

 

You are not expected to provide support for Your Licensed Materials, except to the extent You 

desire to provide support.  You may provide support for free, for a fee, or not at all. Unless 

required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, You provide Your Licensed Materials on an 

"AS IS" BASIS, WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either 

express or implied, including, without limitation, any warranties or conditions of TITLE, NON-

INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. 

 

 

ARTICLE 6:  OTHER PARTY MATERIALS 

 

Should You wish to submit work that is not Your original creation, You may submit it to Kantara 

Initiative separately from any Licensed Materials, identifying the complete details of its source 

and of any license or other restriction (including, but not limited to, related patents, trademarks, 

and license agreements) of which You are personally aware, and conspicuously marking the 

work as "Submitted on behalf of a third-party: [named here]". 
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Option Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike  
 

[Can be used for any Discussion Group or the development of output of a Work Group other 

than Technical Specifications.] 

 

The definitions of Contributed and Licensed Materials are supplemented to include Discussion 

Groups as well as Work Groups, so any use of Work Group is to also refer to Discussion Group.   

 

You agree that to the extent to which Work Group or Discussion Group output constitutes a 

copyrightable work distinct from any Participant's copyright interests in Licensed Materials 

included as part of such output or from which they are derived, the copyright in such output of a 

Work Group or Discussion Group shall be owned by Kantara Initiative. 

 

You agree that while participating in the Discussion Group or Work Group any Contributed 

Licensed Materials are provided to Kantara Initiative and that such Contributed Licensed 

Materials may be released by Kantara Initiative under the Creative Commons 3.0 Attribution-

Share Alike license as defined by: 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode.   

 

Unless otherwise noted when Contributed, it will be assumed to be made entirely by you with no 

required attribution or other encumbrances. 
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REVISION HISTORY 
 

1. 03APR2009 - Version 1.0 

 

2. 04JUN2009 – Version 1.1 

(1) Add “Option Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike” section, and (2) make 

minor “typographical” corrections to several place in the original text. 

 

 

 


