Definitions of Standards for DoD Use
(excerpt from DoD IT Standards Management Plan)

The current standard classification category definitions for standards to be included in the official registry (DISR On-Line) are shown below.
Emerging standards and technologies include:
· emerging or developing technology,
· standards and specifications under development (new work items),
· draft standards, and
· candidate published standards (approved published standards by an authoritative source that are publicly available).
· 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Emerging standards and technologies are candidates to assist DoD in tracking new technologies, new work items, draft standards and other items or subject matter that may be of interest.  Standards and technologies included in the DISR should be properly classified by Net-Centric areas and identified as either a standard or a technology.  Use of an “emerging” standard requires a waiver including a risk assessment until that standard is vetted and designated as “mandated”.  New work items and standards that are still in development are not authorized for use.  Emerging standards include candidate published standards that help the program manager determine those areas likely to change creating a concern for "upgradeability".  Emerging candidate published standards may be implemented, but shall not be used in lieu of a mandated standard.  A candidate published standard is expected to be elevated to mandatory status within three years.  Those that continue in an emerging candidate published status for longer than three years require justification.  A notional view of the emerging process is shown in Table B-1.
Mandated standards are essential for enabling interoperability or Net-Centric services across the GIG enterprise.  They are the minimum set of essential standards for the acquisition and development of all DoD systems that produce, use, or exchange information and, when implemented, facilitate the flow of information in support of the warfighter and supporting business operations.  These standards are mandated for the management, development, and acquisition of new or improved systems throughout the DoD.  Mandated standards must be published (either paper or electronically) by an authoritative source.  A mandated standard may also be directed by DoD policy documents signed by an Assistant Deputy Undersecretary of Defense (ADUSD) or higher.  These policy documents usually take the form of a DoD Memorandum, Instruction, or Manual.  In such cases, the DoD IT Standards EA in consultation with the ITSC should be afforded the opportunity to comment on the proposed mandated standard.  
A tagged “mandated” standard identifies a “mandated” standard with a predefined event and date when a standard should be moved to inactive/retired status.  ASD(NII) is responsible for assigning a sunset tag to a standard.  The sunset tag requires a waiver or a migration plan.  A migration plan is required to explain how the system will transition from that standard when it is retired.  The DoD EA for IT Standards in coordination with the ITSC approves the designation of a standard as “inactive/retired”.
Profiles (System or IT) are a collection of standards, portions/parts of standards, or options within a standard by name and version, prior to becoming a reference implementation.  Standards must be in the DISR in order to create a profile.  Each IT profile contains one or more standards from the DISR.  A system profile is a collection of one or more IT profiles.  Building a system profile is an iterative process; most systems will contain more than one IT Profile.  IT profiles can be built by using any of the five profile building methods included in the DISRonline.  System engineers will often use several of these methods to construct their system profiles.  A profile may be mandated such as a Key Interface Profile, or may be a specific profile built to satisfy the requirements of a system/program manager, a community of interest, or a functional area such as logistics.  Specific profiles may include standards in the DISR Emerging List.  A mandated profile may only contain standards from the DISR mandated standards.  
Inactive/Retired standards should not be used in a new or upgraded system.  All inactive/retired standards remain in the DISR.  However, when selected for inclusion in a Technical Standards View (TV), an inactive/retired standard requires a waiver and a migration plan.  
Table B-1 Emerging Standards and Technology Process
	Technology and Standards of Interest
	Steps Required (Approval by DoD EA for IT Standards)
	Emerging List Activities
	Benefits

	One or more emerging technologies of interest to a Net-Centric Environment
	Select the best and most promising technologies for a DoD mission area or Net-Centric Environment
	· Review selected standard(s) development progress periodically
· Track selected technology trends and standard(s) development within the technology area 
· Select published candidate standards for elevation to “mandated” or removal

	· DISR Standards continue to improve in quantity/quality
· Early identification of potential standards and technology
· DoD systems use standards and technology to achieve interoperability & cost savings
· Facilitates transformation to a Net-Centric Environment 

	One or more standards being developed that should be monitored
	Select the best and most promising standard(s) for a technology area
	
	

	One or more draft or published candidate standard(s) of interest
	Select standard(s) that are relevant to technology(s) of interest
	
	



