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On August 7 Art Friedman and Jerry Kickenson met with the APA (American Psychological Assn) Publish Trust team.  For APA Publish Trust, present were Hal Warren, director of publishing innovation for APA and head of the Publish Trust team, Eva Winer (APA project manager) and development [Art - I don't recall their names, other than both were Amy, do you?], Debra Diener (consultant and also a member of the NSTIC IDESG Privacy Coordination Committee) and Dr Jennifer Golberg (University of Maryland, consulting for APA).

Hal summarized the APA Publish Trust initiative and its current status.  Publish Trust is intended to provide trusted assertions on behalf of psychological researchers.  The first attribute targeted is research paper authorship.  APA PublishTrust will maintain the integrity of assertions from their origin, using VIVO (a web based collaboration tool for scientists) as an identity platform.  

Technically, exchanging trusted assertions will be done using W3C RDF (Resource Description Framework).  This is already the basis of VIVO assertions.  However, the current efforts are aimed at establishing an attribute trust assessment algorithm that evaluates an assertion's provenance and outputs a trust level (current thinking is an ordinal metric from 1 to 5 in steps of 0.1).  The current draft of the algorithm uses self reported responses on how an assertion provider validates information, whether 3rd parties are used, computational environment, how often assertion validity is refreshed, etc.  NIST LOA is also part of the assessment.  This draft is currently under review.  PublishTrust feels the trust assessment will gain credibility and be itself trusted by being completely transparent as to how it works.

A pilot has been deployed which has only APA as an attribute provider and relying party.  Work is in progress to add Colorado University, Cornell University, and Indiana University as relying parties of APA author attributes.

The PublishTrust team expressed interest in the IDESG Security Committee Ah-hoc Working Group on Trusted Attributes, and agreed we should keep each other informed of ongoing progress, and review each other's documents.  The PublishTrust team was invited to join or participate directly in the ad-hoc working group, but no commitments were made.
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